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Sunday 29th March, 2020
Fifth Sunday of Lent

Day Time Intention Confession*

Saturday 28th Marguerite Ussher RIP

Sunday 29th For the People of the Parish

Monday 30th Althea Emery intentions

Tuesday 31st Sr Cyprian Dalton RIP

Wednesday 1st April Beryl Ruth RIP

Thursday 2nd Sr Anne Groman intentions

Friday 3rd John Priestley intentions

Saturday 4th Alice Wakeling RIP & Family

Sunday 5th For the People of the Parish

Note: Services in Black in church
Services in Blue elsewhere

 Please telephone
to arrange

May God bless us all, your priest and friend

FEAST DAYS
Thursday 2nd April
St. Francis of Paola
St. Francis, a child of poor parents, lived as a
hermit for a time before founding the Order
of Minims. He was endowed with the gifts of
prophecy and miracles but was noted above
all for his humility and spirit of penance. For
many years he was spiritual adviser to the
king of France. He died at Tours in 1507.

Friday 3rd April
Day of Prayer for the Survivors of
Sexual Abuse

Saturday 4th April
St. Isidore
Isidore died in 636. He was Archbishop of
Seville for thirty-six years, an influential
thinker and writer. He encouraged
education and completed the Mozarabic
liturgy.

Sunday 5th April
Palm Sunday of the
Passion of the Lord

CORONAVIRUS  EMERGENCY

As most of you will know by now, our Bishops have suspended the public celebration of Mass until further
notice. The obligation to attend Mass on Sundays and Holy Days is removed until further notice.

I will be celebrating a private Mass each day, so that the Sacrifice of the Mass will still be offered for the needs
of the parish and especially for God's protection in these testing days. Knowing that this is happening;
following the prayers at home; making an act of spiritual communion: this is how we must share in the Mass
these days and so strive to sanctify our Sundays, and indeed every day.

Following on from the new restrictions announced on March 23rd, the Church must now remain completely
closed. Our Bishops suggest that those who have access to the Internet might like to watch a live stream of
Mass. One such site is the Shrine of Our Lady at Walsingham – www.walsingham.org.uk – which has Mass
daily at 12noon.

If you need a priest in an emergency, please telephone me on 01782 796677, and arrangements will be
made.

I have been asked about maintaining your donations to the parish over the coming weeks. You can do so
directly online through your bank. Our details are: Our Lady of the Assumption Swynnerton; account number
09104631; sort code 01-08-47. If you Gift Aid your offerings please include your Envelope Number in the
payment reference

TWO NEW BISHOPS: Amidst the gloom of these days, the Diocese announced that Pope Francis has
approved the appointment of two new auxiliary bishops for our Diocese. They are: Canon David Evans
(who will have charge of Birmingham & Worcestershire) and Canon Stephen Wright (who will look after
our part of the Diocese in succession to Bishop David McGough.) They will be ordained, God willing, in St
Chad's Cathedral on June 10th. Please keep them in your prayers.

CANCELLATIONS: Because of the current emergency the Diocesan Pilgrimages to Walsingham and to
Lourdes have both been cancelled.

RE-DEDICATION OF ENGLAND AS OUR LADY’S DOWRY: This will still take place on Sunday March
29th, although obviously in a much more muted fashion. Perhaps you could participate by watching online
and by saying the Rosary or some other favourite prayer to Our Lady, asking for her to protect our
country at this time.

Cardinal Nichols has sent this prayer for
those who cannot get to Mass. I think it

is rather beautiful.

Dear Guardian Angel, go for me to the
church, there kneel down at Mass for
me. At the Offertory, take me to God,
and offer Him my service: What I am,
what I have, offer as my gift. At the
Consecration, with your seraphic
strength, adore my Saviour truly
present, praying for those who have
loved me, for those who have
offended me, and for those now
deceased, that the blood of Jesus may
purify them all. During Holy
Communion, bring to me the Body
and Blood of Jesus, uniting Him with
me in spirit, so that my heart may
become His dwelling place. Plead with
Him, that through His sacrifice all
people throughout the world may be
saved. When the Mass ends, bring
home to me, and to every home, the
Lord’s blessing.

Amen


